
Case Study>> Jack’s Green at Rockingham Forest Park, Kings 
Cliffe, Northamptonshire

Client>> Rockingham Forest Park Ltd

Project>>Planning Application for a Forest Holiday Develop-
ment

FGP Planning Ltd successfully obtained planning permission in November 2015 for a Forest 
Holiday Development, within Rockingham Forest Park near Kings Cliffe in Northamptonshire. 
GP Planning Ltd are currently working with the Client to discharge planning conditions associ-
ated with the planning permission to facilitate the construction of this prestigious tourist and 
leisure facility in rural Northamptonshire.

Rockingham Forest Park is an area of 250 hectares of woodland, grassland and agricultural land, situated 
south of the local road between the settlements of Kings Cliffe and Wansford in East Northamptonshire.   
Jacks Green covers an area of open grassland surrounded by large blocks of semi natural ancient woodland 
to the north, south and east (known as Great Byards Sale, Great Morton Sale and Fair Oak Sale) within the 
Park. Within Jacks Green is the Great Norton Sale Grassland Local Wildlife Site, together with an overgrown 
area of track and hardstanding supporting sparse grassland. In World War 2, Jacks Green was used as an 
extension to the US Air Force Station. Here Major Glenn Miller conducted his orchestra in his last airfield 
hanger concert in October 1944, which is denoted by a modest memorial located in the south of Jacks 
Green.

Jacks Green at Rockingham Forest Park will be a holiday destination for the whole family. It will have a 
strong environmental focus that responds to its surroundings, reflecting its natural setting and taking inspi-
ration from the unique landscape and features and history within the Rockingham Forest Park. It will pro-
vide an opportunity for visitors to enjoy a genuine eco-tourism offer in Britain. Jacks Green at Rockingham 
Forest Park is about the environment, ecology, activity, enjoyment, rural, adventure, family, teambuilding, 
learning, imagination, peaceful, scenic, and quality.   

The accommodation will comprise 55 sensitively designed holiday lodges and 9 glamping pitches.  The 
layout of the accommodation and surrounding landscape has been informed by a detailed understanding of 
the place, the surrounding landscape and in particular the local ecology.     

The Forest Holiday Park will be an excellent example of a rural tourism and leisure development which has 
great potential in delivering economic prosperity to the areas surrounding it.  It will make significant contri-
butions towards improving the Green Infrastructure and biodiversity offer available in the area surrounding 
Jacks Green and will enable the positive management of the wider Rockingham Forest Park for wildlife and 
information recreation, through the provision of permissive footpaths, cycle paths and informal play oppor-
tunities.


